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Opening the FORGE platform - 

Open Call news and updates 

Financial support is still available and will be offered to Open 
Call participants for the development of necessary software 
extensions that can be either eBook interactive widgets or 
wrappers/FIRE adapters to enable interconnection with 

FIRE facilities. These software extensions will be used in order to fill in gaps in the development of 
eLearning tools for supporting external communities of users.  

The total amount of €30k will be split between the proposals that will be accepted, providing 
maximum €5k per project. It should be noted that: 

More than one proposal is allowed to be submitted per participant to develop eBook interactive 
widgets or wrappers/FIRE adapters. 

¶ Financial support does not extend to cover any proposals focusing on course development 
alone.  

¶ The project coordinator will be responsible for the selection of subcontractors, in accordance 
to FP7 subcontracting rules.  

Final submission phase is open; two cut-off dates have been set! Have you ever wanted to create 
your own interactive online course? This is your chance. The fourth and final phase of the FORGE 
Open Call is already open and proposals may be submitted now! 

Two separate cut-off dates have been set, in order to facilitate the submission of proposals:  

¶ Submission deadline for proposals subject to receiving funding (involving the development of 
interactive widgets and/or FIRE adapters): Friday, April 8, 2016 

¶ Submission deadline for any other type of proposals: Friday, June 17, 2016 

We encourage all educators, learners, researchers, developers and students to discuss their ideas 
with the FORGE consortium and submit their proposals by or prior to the new deadlines, 
depending on the type of their proposals. All interested parties may submit their proposals at 
opencall@ict-forge.eu, using the Open Call application form. 

More details and a plethora of possible ideas for the types of proposals you are eligible to submit 
are described here: http://ict-forge.eu/opencall/ 

Meanwhile… The ongoing Open Call projects continue their successful work. Many students have 
already experienced the FORGE courses delivered from these projects within the context of their 
Universities’ programs. More FORGE courses sessions are about to take place within the spring 
semester, along with the launch of the new Open Call projects!  

Stay tuned for more news and updates, by following us on Twitter https://twitter.com/
ICT_FORGE, or on our official news website http://ict-forge.eu/news/ .  
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Long Term Evolution (LTE) 
Course by iMinds   
Following the success story of the iMinds online WLAN lab (teaching about "data speed" in Wi-Fi 

networks, using FIRE facilities) which has been taught in numerous places across the world, 

iMinds now also created a lab about Long Term Evolution (LTE), the 4G cellular technology. At 

iMinds' w-iLab.t facility in Ghent, Belgium, we have created a fully working LTE cellular network, 

including an EPC core network, a radio frequency license from the national regulator, femto base 

stations, SIM cards and client dongles attached to both fixed nodes and mobile robots. This LTE 

network is used for research purposes, but within FORGE we turned it into an educational re-

source as well. This allows universities and institutes world wide to teach their students about 

LTE in a hands-on lab session, without having to purchase and configure this advanced equip-

ment themselves. The lab was offered by FORGE to the University of Valencia (Spain), which suc-

cessfully taught the lab to some of their students within an official course context. Before sum-

mer holidays, the lab will be extended and offered to about 90 students at Ghent University 

(Belgium) as well. Anyone interested to use the lab within his or her university as well, is wel-

come to contact us.  

We promote and disseminate not only FORGE’s 

goals and achievements, but also, and in 

particular, trying to make the educational and 

research community aware of FORGE and its 

features and benefits  

News, News 

FORGE receives praise from the Mexican Ambassador to Ireland  
 
The Mexican Ambassador to Ireland, Mr Carlos García De Alba, has praised the FORGE project at 
the CONNECT Centre in Trinity College Dublin which allows undergraduate students in Mexico to 
access European telecommunications testbed infrastructure, including the smart reconfigurable 
radio testbed at CONNECT’s head-
quarters at Dunlop Oriel House in 
Trinity. 
 
Dr Marquez-Barja explained the 
practical benefits of FORGE to the 
Ambassador: “Since its launch in 
October 2015, FORGE has enabled 
dozens of computer science under-
graduates at I.T. Mexicali, in the 
Baja California region of Mexico, to 
access Trinity’s cutting-edge tele-
communications facilities. 
 
“This has allowed students to per-
form telecommunications experi-
ments remotely. It is a very powerful piece of research infrastructure. After a pilot phase at I.T. 
Mexicali, we plan to widen this project to include over 200 third level institutes across Mexico.” 
 
There has been a warm welcome for FORGE from the Mexican academic community. Mr. Mauro 
Quintero Quintero, director of the Tecnólogico Nacional de México (TecNM), which, with over 
half a million students, is the largest engineering university in Mexico, says: 
“The FORGE project is an extraordinary opportunity to integrate remote experimentation into 
TecNM’s courses through the use of these state-of-the-art European laboratories.” 
 
Mr. Francisco Javier Ortiz Serrano, Principal of the TecNM campus at I.T. Mexicali, is also a strong 
supporter of FORGE and has appointed Dr Arnoldo Diaz-Ramirez to lead the development of the 
college’s Wireless Communication course which makes use of FORGE infrastructure.  
 
 
The FORGE iBook in action at UPMC 

 
UPMC has successfully deployed the iPad platform of 
FORGE. UPMC has performed series of tests of the 
FORGE iBook with iPads in order to conduct courses to 
the computer science master students.  
 
On February 9, UPMC tested several courses of the 
FORGE iBook with iPads notably the TCP congestion 
control with PlanetLab, Achievable Throughput on Wi-Fi 
networks and Basic Network Router Configuration 
course. UPMC also organised a training session to 
demonstrate and train the usage of iBook with iPads to 
the faculty members on February 16.  
 
UPMC has also evaluated the teachers about the iBook 
and iPad experience through questionnaires. The course 
will be given to the students on March 22, 2016.  
 

 
FORGE at the FIRE Forum 2015 
 
On the 9th of December 2015, the FIRE Forum was held in Brussels. It was a day to discuss tech-
nical matters regarding experimental facilities and to revisit experimentally-driven research to 
cope with the current demands for innovation. Around 70 participants attended the event. Some 
FORGE partners, apart representing FORGE, led initiatives including Ingrid Moerman 
(iMinds) moderating the Infrastructures breakout, John Domingue (OU) moderating the Applica-
tions and Use Cases breakout, Johann M. Marquez-Barja (TCD) sitting on a panel on Networking 
and presenting advancements in converge optical/wireless networks under the FUTEBOL pro-
ject.  The event was successful generating interest in FORGE as Daan Pareit (iMinds) promoted 
the project among attendees. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

FORGE has been selected to be an exhibitor at the Net 
Futures 2016 conference, which will take place from 20th 
to 21st of April in Brussels. Net Futures is a conference 
with over 1,000 attendees that aims to form an intercon-
nected community of companies, organisations and peo-
ple in research, innovation, business development, entre-
preneurship, enterprise strategy and policymaking with 
the belief that bridging gaps between these entities will 

help bring innovations to market.  
 
In this conference, FORGE members will give visitors the opportunity to interact and experience 
several standard and advanced eLearning courses through iPads and Laptops developed using 
the FORGEBox framework. These courses can transparently access world-class FIRE (Future In-
ternet Research and Experimentation) testbed facilities, which can be integrated into both tradi-
tional classroom-based and online learning courses. Furthermore, we can demonstrate the 
methodology for using such free resources and how to creating new courses using FORGE re-
mote labs. 

Website: http://netfutures2016.eu   


